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How it started
“In 2010 Dale Henderson began frequent 
performances of the Bach Cello Suites in the 
subways of New York City. Convinced the 
decline in classical audiences was largely 
because many people never get a chance to 
experience this music live and up close, he 
believed Bach to be the perfect ambassador 
for his art form.”

From Bach in the Subways. History & Mission Bach in the Subway by Dale Henderson (video)

https://bachinthesubways.org/history-mission/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x_XlQEzXPuI


A cellist around the world

Dale Henderson, performing for the Bach in the Subways movement in Kolkata (Calcutta), 2018

From Wikipedia: Dale Henderson, cellist

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bach_in_the_Subways


Johann Sebastian Bach: the birthday
Johann Sebastian Bach was born in Eisenach, the capital of the duchy of Saxe-Eisenach, in 
present-day Germany

on   21 March 1685 O.S. (31 March 1685 N.S.)
Wikipedia: Johann Sebastian Bach

Old Style (O.S.) and New Style (N.S.) indicate dating systems before and after a calendar change, respectively. Usually, 
they refer to the change from the Julian calendar to the Gregorian calendar as enacted in various European countries 
between 1582 and 1923.

The change arose from the realisation that the correct figure for the number of days in a year is not 365.25 (365 days 6 
hours) as assumed by the Julian calendar but slightly less (c. 365.242 days): The Julian calendar has too many leap 
years. The Gregorian calendar reform also dealt with the accumulated difference between these figures -- between the 
years 325 and 1582 -- by skipping 10 days to set the ecclesiastical date of the equinox to be 21st March, the median 
date of its occurrence at the time of the First Council of Nicea in 325.

Wikipedia: Old Style and New Style dates

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_Style_and_New_Style_dates
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_Style_and_New_Style_dates
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Johann_Sebastian_Bach
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Julian_calendar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gregorian_calendar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tropical_year#Mean_tropical_year_current_value
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leap_year
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ecclesiastical_equinox
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_Council_of_Nicea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_Style_and_New_Style_dates


What is Bach in the Subways?
There are four core elements to a Bach in the Subways performance:

1.The music of J.S. Bach is performed anywhere, any time.

2.The performance is open & accessible to all – a musical gift for anyone who wants to hear it.

3.No admission fee is required, no money is accepted by the performers, and no other commercial 
transactions occur immediately before, during, or after the performance.

4.No musician is ever charged to perform for Bach in the Subways.

https://bachinthesubways.org/frequently-asked-questions/


“For 2016 Bach in the Subways was extended over multiple days to again allow musicians to participate on a 
weekend, and now every year for Bach’s birthday musicians around the world unite to connect countless 
multitudes with this incredible music.” From: Bach in the Subways. History & Mission

Seul, 2015

Leipzig, 2015

Ljubljana, Slovenia 2017

The Slovenian Philharmonic Choir 
offers Bach under a bridge to the 
people of the capital city.

https://bachinthesubways.org/history-mission/
https://youtu.be/kp3KAnGXboA
https://youtu.be/IKlv3inJi8Y
https://bachinthesubways.org/past-performances-2/


Spreading 
around the 
world:
the local pages  
of the 
Bach in the 
Subways 
website

https://bachinthesubways.org/local/


Bach in the Subways 2024 in Trapani

The list of 
performances 

Trapani and the 
Conservatory  on 
the map

Information about each perfomance 

(info on the Bach in the Subways 
website + 
video on the Conservatory website)

The local 
page

. . . . . . 

https://bachinthesubways.org/performance/bach-in-trapani-1-students-of-the-conservatory-antonio-scontrino-play-j-s-bach/
https://bachinthesubways.org/trapani/
https://bachinthesubways.org/trapani/


Conservatory of music ‘Antonio Scontrino’ 
Trapani, 2023

Aurora Ruisi playing Bach in the hall of the Conservatory



Above: Prof. Demetrio Comuzzi, viola player and organizer
of Bach in the Subways with violin students Carola Ciluffo,
Clelia Ciluffo, Miriam Scuderi. On the right: the second
part of the Bach in the Subways 2024 program.



2024 final concert at the Post Office

Info on Bach in the Subways website +  video (excerpt on the 
Conservatory website)

https://bachinthesubways.org/performance/bach-in-trapani-8-students-of-the-conservatory-antonio-scontrino-play-j-s-bach/


The final concert in the press

The announcement on «TrapaniSì», online newspaper, 26.3.2024

The review on the newspaper «Giornale di Sicilia», 28.3.2024

https://www.trapanisi.it/bach-in-trapani-domani-concerto-finale-al-palazzo-delle-poste/


Why we choose to join  
Bach in the Subways

Main reason

• Students play - alone and/or in ensemble - music of J. S. Bach as 
a gift to the public: we share the aim.

Practical reasons

• It is an opportunity … free.

• Bach in the Subways gives support in rasing awareness  of all 
initiatives through their website

• It helps collaboration within the Conservatory and with other 
subjects in the local society 

• It gives local and international visibility to students

• Being an annual initiative on the same dates, it is easy to plan.



https://bachinthesubways.org/

Thank you!
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